The Trumpeter Swans of Ontario 2008-9

The 2009 breeding season in Ontario has been a good one and we have records of

nests and broods from many places from which we had no previous reports.

Ontario’s Trumpeter Swan records have now been transferred to computer form at
the University of Guelph. This contains over 30,000 records of movements, survival,
parentage and productivity of 1145 colour marked swans with another 150 records and
new bandings to be entered. The restoration program started in 1982 and was completed

in 2006 when the last of the captive raised swans were released.

The public and naturalists reported 388 numbers on wing tags that they saw in
2008-9. Correction for birds they missed provides an estimate of 421 marked birds in the
Province. They also collected data on the composition of flocks they saw, classed as:
carrying tags; without tags; and cygnets. Ratios of these classes combined with the
estimate of marked swans allow calculations of numbers in southern Ontario. As of 1

September 2009, this estimate is 1522 swans. The population increase in 2008-9 was
16%.

We colour mark and band as many swans as we can catch. In 2008-9 the total
was 129 swans caught by Ray and Bev Kingdon, Kyna Intini, Julie Kee, Laurie Schutt,
Mike Mayury and Harry Lumsden.

We know of six swans shot by hunters this year. Two were shot on the opening
day of duck season. The offenders were caught and will face prosecution. Two more
kills were reported by other hunters who saw offence. A tagged swan disappeared on
migration, two of his brood were wounded but recovered and we assume he was killed.
A Trumpeter and a Tundra swan were picked up as cripples, treated and released.

Undoubtedly more were killed and some wounded but we cannot estimate numbers.






